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INTRODUCTION
¾ In Italy, 53 local chicken breeds were described; the majority (67%) were

classified as extinct and 21% at risk of extinction.

¾ Attempts for conservation of Italian avian breeds are urgently required.

¾ Sperm cryopreservation is a powerful tool to implement the ex situ in vitro
conservation technique in bird populations at risk

AIM
¾ The aim of this study was to assess the variability in semen

freezability between birds within the Italian endangered Bianca di
Saluzzo (BS) poultry breed, in order to develop a conservation
programme. Stored doses implemented the Italian Semen Cryobank
for Autochthonous Poultry Breeds, born in TuBAvI project /2018-
2024).
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